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From the Beaver County Argus. 
BEAVER COUNTY. 

Mr. Eprror,—Absence from home, and indispensa- 
ble engagements have hitherto delayed the promised 
genial report of the county of Beaver. That report | 
now offer for publication in your columns. 

The county of Beaver is bounded on the north by 
Mercer, west by the State line, separating it from the 
State of Ohio, south by Washington county, and east by 
Allegheny and Butler counties. Its extreme length 
from north to south is 34 miles; its breadth, 19, contain- 
ing 646 square miles, with a population ef 24,206 of all 
descriptions, averaging 37.47 to the square mile. ‘The 
population in 1820, was 15,340, which shews an increase 
in ten years of 8,866, equal to 58 per cent nearly. 

Beaver county possesses a variety of advantages 
rarely equalled, and perhaps no where excelled. 1 am a- 
ware that this will appear an exaggeration to thuse un- 
acquainted with, or who have not well considered the 
subject, but on mature reflection and comparison with 
other sections of our happy country, I re-assert it as the 
unbiased conviction of my mind, Some of these adyan- 
tages 1 will briefly advert to, 

As an agricultural district, which is chief, and gives 
value to all the rest, it embraces advantages, not pos- 
sessed in their extent and variety by any of the neigh- 
bouring counties. The portion of the county that les 
south of the Ohioand a district of about ten miles on 
the northern side of that river has generally a hilly sur- 
tace—interpersed however with fine bottom lands, and 
considerable tracts of level or rolling hill lands admi- 
rably adapted for grain growing and pasture farms, par- 
ticularly for sheep. Hundreds of thousands of those 
most useful and profitable animals could and should be 
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the science, taste and leisure necessary for a profitable 
examination of our resources in this respect. It is cer- 
| tain that iron, that most useful of metals is found in 
| great abundance in ores of different kinds. Sulphur 
and Allum, are also found in various states of combina- 
tion, Limestone and bituminous coal are or may be 
found in every neighbourhood in quantities amply suf- 
ficient for our wants. Mineral springs are here and 
| there met, with no doubt medicinal qualities; but as yet 
insufficiently tested. One however, near Frankford, 
inthe south west corner of the county has obtained 
some celebrity and has been considerably frequented 
in the watering season—and it is said, with much advan- 
tage, by these laboring under chronic & general debili- 
ty,—by analysis the water has been found to contain, 
carbonic acid gas, carbonate of iron, carbonate of mag- 
| hesia, muriate of soda, and sulphuretted hydrogen gas, 
but in what quantities or proportions I am not informed. 
If such be the fact, (and I have no reason to doubt the 
accuracy of the experiments) it cannot fail being highly 
serviceable, if properly administered; in the classes of 
diseases just specified and will yet be a place of much 
resort. 

Next in importance to our agricultural advantages are 
| those connected with the almost incalculable power af- 
| forded by a variety of streams in almost every part of 
ithe county. Those on the south side of the Ohio are 
| smaller and less permanent than those on the north; 
| butif properly improved would be amply sufficient 
| during the greater part of the year to drive machinery 
necessary for milling, carding, fulling, &c. tothe ex- 
| tent of the wants ofthe inhabitants. Ona the north the 
Neshannock, Shenango, Big Run, Hickory creek, 
| Slipperyrock, Connequenessing, Brush creek, Brady’s 











kept on the district of our country, the soil and situa- | w0e Little and Big Beaver, abounding with falls and 
tion of which is so congenial to their nature, and where, | rapids, afford a power which if well improved would 
with common care they would not fail to arrive to much perhaps exceed one hundred fold all our direct wants 


perfection, and well repay the labour and care bestowed. 
It is also well adapted to the cultivation of the mulber- 
ry and vine, both of which grow wild, or without cul. 
ture in many places. Here are also as fine situations 
fer orchards as could be desired. On the high and 
steep lands, experience has proved, that all kinds of 
fruits flourish best. The Apple, Peach, Pear, Grapes, 
Cherries, Plums, &c. in-all their varieties should here 
be cultivated, thus turning to good account, lands illy 
adapted to common culture. 

The northern part of the county has generally a 
level, or gently rolling surface, interspersed with high 
lands but abounding with rich bottom lands adapted to 
corn, hemp and grass. ‘here is also here, a due pro- 
portion of uplands of the best qualities, adapted to the 
culture of wheat, rye, barley, oats, &c. in a word for 
every variety of agriculiural purposes it could scarcely 
be excelled—taking the county, asa whole, from the 
best estimate I can make, after much enquiry and con- 
siderable observation there is now raised of all varieties 
of Agricultural products, at least double the amount 
necessary for:the consumption of the inhabitants—and 
production is not pushed to half the extent of ils capa- 
bility. The county abounds with timber of excellent 
quality and great variety. . 

As to mineral riches little can be said—they remain 
generally unexplored, Few person amongst us possess 
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in these respects. The falls of Big Beaver alone even in 
| dry seasons afford (as has been ascertained by accurate 
| calculation) power sufficient to drive one hundred and 
| siavy eight pairs of five feet burrs. One eighth only of 
| this power isnow applied, although nature has done 
| every thing to invite and facilitate the employment of 
| the whole. [See Register vol. 6, page 234.] 
| But our advantages end not here—through the coun- 
| ty from east to westruns the majestic Ohio, opening to 
| us through the Allegheny and Monongahela an inter- 
course with the norta east and south east of ‘Several 
hundred miles, and through the Pennsylvania canal, &c. 
| with the Eastern cities. if we take the direction down 
i that stream, and avail ourselves of others with which it 
lis connected and which are now navigable we may 
traffic at the Muscle Shoals of Tennessee,the falls of St 
Anthofy, at the Rocky mountains, or the Gulf of Mexico, 
Near the centre of this county the Ohio river makes 
its most northern angle and nearest approach to the 
Lakes, and at that point receives the Big Beaver which 
flows in a direct line from Lake Erie, its branches in- 
terlocking with the tributaries of that Lake. Scientific 
surveys have proved that by this route the shortest, 
| cheapest, and best water communication can be effected 
| between Lake Erie and the Ohio river. By this arrange- 
|ment nature has pointed out the mouth of Beaver as 
\ the great depusite or point of transit for the North 
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Western trade, destined for the interior of this state 
and western Virginia—as also for the products or | 
manufactures of the latter intended for the North West. | 
If in the progress of improvement, experience should | 
give a preference to Rail Roads over canals, our situa- 
tions afford equal facilities for each (which is very pro- | 
bable) the advantages of our situation would in no de- 
gree be lessened. The valley of Beaver and its prin- 
cipal tributaries afford inclined planes graded by the 
hand of nature, extending almost in a direct line and 
in the directions most desirable of from 60 to 100 miles, 
and terminating at the very commencement of other in- 
clined planes,having a Northern aspect and reaching to 
Lake Erie at any desirable point. Suppose such a 
communication perfected; (and the time is not distant 
when such an improvement cannot any longer be post- 
poned,) we will then have our selection to take advan- 
tage of the communication already noticed, or embark 
ourselves and our articles of traffic at our own doors to 
be transported with all the facilities and despatch in- 
cident to modern locomotion first to Lake Erie— 
thence Eastward te New York, Quebec; or West, pro- 
pelled by wind or steam we may traverse the straits of 
St. Clair, and Mackinaw, the Lakes, Huron, Michigan, 
Superior and others stil] farther North and West,an un- 
measured distance to regions almost unkown and un- 

explored. 
Ihave thus noticed briefly, some of the advantages 
of our situation without exaggeration, enough I presume 
} 





to make good the assertion in the outset. We chal- 
lenge comparison, and will not envy superiority in these 
respects if it exists. 

We will next consider the improvement we have 
made of our advantages, It is justice to ourselves 
to premise in general the settlement of this county is of 
recent date. A little over 33 years ago, two thirds of | 
it was a wilderness without a white inhabitant—that 
most of the early settlers were “beginning the world” 
with small families and small capital—they had to en- ! 
dure the labors, deprivations, and difficulties incident | 
to new settlements, which none without experience can 
duly appreciate. The conveniences and some of the 
necessaries of life were to be transported a great way 
over roads almost impassabie, and were to be had only 
at exorbitant prices er ruinous loss of time. In such 
circumstances, a slow progress in improvement for many 
years was inevitable. As we began gradually to sup- 
ply our own wants, and intercourse with other settle- 
ments became more easy, the progress in improvements | 
was morerapid. But the want of capital was and re- 
mains a great barrier to their completion. 

In agriculture the progress has been very consider- 
able, particularly in subduing forests and preparing the 
surface of the country for tillage. A large port.on of | 
the arable land in the county is already cleared, and in 
some places tle people have gone to excess in this par | 
ticular. 

it is a great error and often committed in new coun- | 
tries, to be prodigal of timber, never reflecting that | 
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| it is demonstrated before our eyes, every year, that the 


same quantity can with much less labour, be produced 
from three, or at most four acres, &c. Why is this? 
Why do we seein hundreds of places poor fields and 
scanty crops ona farm where nature has done every 
thing to make it with proper management a mine of 
wealth, a source of real independence? ‘Vhe banks of 
manure about the barn yards—the ashes carclessly 
strewed about, and going to loss, the exhaustless beds 
of limestone and almost untouched, our most improvi- 
dent practice of farming by the acre, and (I must say it) 
in many instances, our idle and intemperate habits go 
very far to answer the question. Farmers, take these 
hints—they are meant for you and well meant—I myself 
will profit by them. 

Our mineral resources, as already hinted, are but 
partially explored—and still more partially improved. 
Much might be profitably done in that way had we only 
the skill and capital necessary. 

The inducements held out to speculate in landed pro- 
perty, here and in the adjoining territory belenging to 
Ohio have diverted much of our small capital to that 
object. This, together with our mistaken notions of 
our best interests have operated largely to retard our 
progress in manufactures generally. We cannot or 
will not emancipate ourselves from the tyranny of fash- 
ion or custom, which has very aptly been styled, “the 
Tyrant of fools.” We will not cease to set a value on 
things, because (and for no other reason) they are ‘‘far 
fetched and dear bought,” and are the fashion! Mr. 
Madam, Miss, or young Muster, cannot go abroad on 
business or pleasure, not even te Church, or receive 
and entertain their friends or acquaintances without 
this—and this—and that article of foreign production— 
although such indulgencies will embarrass, perhaps ru- 
in, their affairs. They de it too, not out of pride,& vanity 
no,no, itis only “to bea little decent” when at the same 
meeting perhans the most unprincipled fellow, or 


' greatest bawd in the county appears with as much or 


more of such kind of decencies. 

Poor young men and women with no other patrimo- 
ny but their health and their hands, may be seen with 
the proceeds of six months labour en their backs com- 
posed of such *decencies.” The fashion mania, or 
fantastic spirit has had a most pernicious tendency, not 
only in retarding our growth, substantial wealth and 
comfort, and draining the resources of the county; but 


bas perhaps more than any thing else, discouraged and 


paralysed manufacturing efforts. Consumption and 
demand are what give life and action to production.— 
If the articles manufactured in this county were at 
once purchased and generally used, the manufacturer 
would have means and encouragement to increase the 
quantity and improve the quality to the extent of the 
A part of his income would be paid back to 
his customers for raw materials, labour, and necessaries 
of life: and thus a wholesonie circulation of trade would 
be instituted and kept up—our funds would remain 
ymongst us, and arapid improvement in general pros- 


when itis ence gone it cannot be soon or easily re-pro- | perity would be inc vitable—I say inevitable. 


duced, and that its use will be as indispensible in time 
to come asat present. ~* 

Another great drawback on our agricultural prosperi- 
ty is ourignorance or carelessness about adapting our 
culture and manure to the the nature of the soil we 
cultivate. For example, we often see farmers forcing 
the soil to produce a scanty crop, which with less la- 
beur would have produced a good crop of wheat or rye, 
attempting to raise wheat or rye on land only adapted 
to grass—or grass on Jand only adapted’ to wheat or 
rye, &c. 

But the cardinal error is, our attempting to cultivate 


Notwithstanding all the embarrassments and discour- 
agements in its way, the manufacturing spiritis unbro- 
ken. Our natural advantages are overcoming all ob- 
stacles. The march of manufacturing improvement is 
onward. Within afew years we have seen extensive 
factories spring up in which cotton, wool, iron, rags 
and wood are manufactured into articles of primary im- 
portance. The earth has been perforated to the 
depth of 400 or 500 feet, and in two places at least the 
briney water is brought up and converted into that in- 
dispensable article salt. 

In arich section of the county on the Little Beaver, 


too many acres, and this is almost universal. We will not | an enterprising individual from Europe has established 


be persuaded that itis as good or better policy to raise | 
one hundred bushels of wheat from three or four | 


acres asfrom eight or ten. We prefer to work twelve | 


er fifteen acres of corn to realize 300 bushels—although | or nine thousand dollars annually. 


a woolen factory, where cloths of all kinds. Casjnetts, 
Flannels, &c. are finished from a raw material, in great 
variety and of excellent quality to the amount of eight 
At least two othe 
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similar establishments are commencing in other parts of 
the county. 

Steam and keel boat building was carried on, the last 
year to the amount of more than 50,000 dollars, 


At Economy, (a village of about 700 inhabitants which 
has sprung up within the last six years as if by magic,) 
the manufacture of wool and cotton is carried on exten- 
sively by steam power. ‘The machinery embraces the 
latest improvement, is kept in the best order, and every 
part of the process is superintended by experienced 
hands, The consequence is—their manufactures are 
in demand in the western markets. At this place with- 
in the last two years, the growing and Manufacturing 
of silk has been successfully experimented. ‘Ihe ha- 
bits of the people are what the name imports—econo- 
mical. They eat and drink the products of their own 
territory—-wear only their own manufactures, and look 
abroad for none of their enjoyments. Their mechanic 
shops are in sufficient variety for their wants, and excel- 
lent in their kind. They have no idlers and none 
drunken—they are equally skillful and successful in 
agriculture and their example in these respects cannot 
failto produce salutary effects on the surrounding po- 
pulation. 

But the Falls of Beaver are, and evidently are design- 
ed and fitted by a Master’s hand to be a manufacturing 
Emporium, and ft cannot but indulge the opinion that it 
will be, not only ours, but that of this section of the U. 
S. generally. It possesses an immense water power as 
permanent as the order of nature, as certain as the re- 
turn of the seasons. A power sufficient to manufacture to 
the annual value of more than two millions of dollars. 
A power that when once well applied will continue to 
operate without further expense—and so situated as to 
be easily and cheaply employed. 

It would be rendering this report too prolix to de- 
scribe in detail the establishments existing here and 
elsewhere, in the county. Suffice it to say that articles 
to the value of near 200,000 dollars are annually manu- 
factured at these Falls and seven-eights of the power is 
yet unemployed. A variety of additional improve- 


ments are commencing, and in contemplation, for the- 


success of which, those concerned have our most hear- 
ty wishes. Next to the general virtue and intelligence 
of the people, and the production of food for man and 
beast—such establishments merit most our attention and 
fostering care. [See vol. 6, p. 234.] 

The time has been when it was deemed patriotic to 
cherish and promote domestic manufactures. » When 
our best citizens and those in the highest stations, 
prided themselves, not in talking about, and recommend- 
ing; but in wearing exclusively American fabrics. Can 
it be less patriotic now? We should recollect that ad- 
vice is doubly efficacious, when backed by example. 
It is grossly inconsistent for us to cry out for the pro- 
tection and encouragement of domestic manufactures, 
when at the same time we are taking the wages, and 
the bread from the mouths of our own manufactures and 
giving it to others at a distance, perhaps in a foreign 
country, with whom we have no reciprocity of trade, 
and from whom we derive no advantage. We annually 
pay away many thousands of dollars to those who are not 
our customers for muslins, plaids, calicoes, kc. when no 
part of the world perhaps is better situated, or possesses 
greater advantages than ours for such manufactures.— 
During the last year, it is estimated that 20,000 dollars 
worth of wool was carried out of this county to be 
manufactured elsewhere—some of it probably in Eu- 
rope. Had this been manufactured here it would have 
increased its value to 100,000 dollars. We have then 
thrown away, or at least given to others, 80,000, which 
we might and should have retained amongst us. While 
we have the raw material, the power the facilities and 
the skill, shall we permit others to perform for us and 
receive the emoluments of the most profitable part of 
the concern? 

No—our situation, our circumstances, our interests, I 
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might say our honor demands that we should no longer 
be ‘thewers of wood and drawers of water” in such re- 
spects for any section of any country. They demand, 
and inyite us to real independence. 

But I am digressing into a dissertation on a subject 
only incidentally connected with the object of this re- 
port. If the foregoing remarks shall have the effect of 
making us better acquainted with our advantages and 
resources—assist us to put a better estimate upon them 
—and encourage us, in whatever situation in life we 
may be placed, to reflect; and pursue that policy which 
will promote our prosperity, comfort and real inde- 
pendence, the writer, will be be amply compensated. 

J. POLLOCK, late Assist’t Marshal. 

Banks of Beaver, Feb. 1831. 


-——— 





METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER, 
Extract from the Meteorological Register, taken at the 
State Capitol—Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 


BY WituraAmM MosGrave, Librarian. 
MARCH, 1831. 
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Thermometer. ~ Barometer. 
1) Tuesday |20]50]35}35||/29.70)29.70|29.68/29.69|N 
2|Wednesd 25|53|50)42 60} 43 40} 4A7iINW 
3| Thursd’y |45]55|48]49 45} 53] 58{ 52/SW 
4|Friday {30/42|40|37 58] 56] 43] 52|W 
5|Saturday |40/50/48/46}/} 45) 55) 53! S51/W 
6)Sunday |40/42/40/40 531 36 3] 401E 
7|Monday |36/43/40/39 34, 40} 40) 38) W 
8| Tuesday |31/48}40/39 57} 55] 50) 54)W 
9| Wednesd}32!52!40141 38), 221 22) 27\stow 
10) Thursd’y|52| 48/40/40 43 45} 50! 46;NW 
11]Friday |30|56|47|44 55} 44, 33) 44;W 
12/Saturday |40148/48!45|, 36; 30! 251 30SW 
13|Sunday [32/48/40/40 07} OO; 11) O6;W 
14|Monday [32/40/40/37 40) 44) 40) 41;/W 
15|Tuesday |29/59)54)47 40; 40! 33! 37iISW 
16] Wednesd|48/45/43/45}| 35) 30) 24) 291W 
17| Thursd’y|32/27/32}30|{ 20) 40) 50) 36)W 
18!Friday /24/45|39)36,, 80) 65; 60; 68 SW 
19}Saturday |36/40|32/36 zy 20} 30; 23|W 
20/Sunday |25)38/36)33}} 45) 50) 50) 48iINW 
21;Monday /|20/48/41)36)} 80) 78; 80; 79\W 
92/Tuesday |26/59|53/46 84, 75) 75| 78S 
23} Wednesd/40|68|61/56}} 75) 66) 65) 68)/S 
24; Tharsd ’y|55/64|60/59)| 50) 44) 34] 42)s 
25|Friday |55/63)59 59| 16} 16) 25) 191W 
26| Saturday }50|65|50/55 40; 3 30} 34)|W 
27|Sunday [50/63/63|58 20, 30) 38 29iN 
28|Monday |44/60/54/52 55} 54) 50) S3INW 
29) Tuesday |44/47/45/44 44, 28| 16} 29/E 
30] Wednesd] 42/53/48) 47 ||28.90|28. 88/28.92)28.92/5s W 
31!Thurday |34170164/56||29.23|29.05/29.00/29.09| W _ 

















Thermometer. Barometer. 
Maximum on 24th, 59° | Max. on 21st, 29.79 inches 
Minimum on 17th, 30 ; Min.on 30th, 28,92 * 








Difference, 29° | Difference, 00.87 * 
Mean ofextremes, 444 | Mean, 29.35 
Days of the menth, | Winds. 
127 2 days North. 
6 29 2 days East. 
22 23 24 3 days South, 


3912151839 6 d. South-west. 
457811 13 14 16 1719 21 25 26 31/14 days West. 
2 10 20 28 d. North-west. 
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Days of the month. M. A. 
123 8 10 18 20 21 23 27/10 days|Clear Clear 
41115 22 24 28 31 7 days|Clear Cloudy 
59 2 days|Cloudy Rain 
6 24 29 $0 4 days|Rain Rain 
71225 | S$ days|Cloudy {Cloudy 
13 1 day |Clear Showery 
14 19 2 days}Cloudy Clear 
16 1 day {Rain Cloudy 
17 1 day 'Snow Clear 


On the 31st, at noon, Thermometer at 70°--the highest. 


On the 1st, morning, do. at 20°—the lowest. 

Range, - - - - 50° in the month. 
On the 22d, morning, Barometer at 29.84—the highest. 
On the 30th, noon, do. at 28.88—the lowest. 


Range, - - - - 00.96 in the month. 

The Wind has been 24 days West of the meridian, 2 
days East of it, 2 days North, and 3 days South. 

There was rain on the 5th, 6th, 9th, 16th, 24th, 29th, 
30th. The heaviest rains were on the 6th, 16th, 30th. 
There were snow-squallson the 13th and 17th. There 
was frost on the Ist, 2d, 4th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 15th, 


14th, 15th, 17th, 18th, 20th, and 21st—the hardest on 


the Ist, Sd, 4th, 15th, 18th, 20th, 21st, and 22d. There 
were high winds on the 13th, 14th, 17th, and 20th—the 
highest on the 17th and 20th. 


CHESTER COUNTY CABINBT OF NATURAL SCIENCE. 
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new localities of our rarer specimens, however, have 
been discovered; and by our continued exertions we 
hope to add, at no distant period, a full account of all 
| that the county can produce. 
| During the last summer, one of our most zealous and 
|enterprizing correspondents, Jacob Peirce, visited se- 
| veral mineral localities in the county, accompanied by 
|some of our own members, by which means we were 
| enabled to add a few rare and interesting duplicates to 
county collections. By these, in addition to such 
| others as the approaching season will afford, we shall 
| be better situated for exchanfe than formerly; when 
| we hope to repay the numerous fayors, which the kind- 
ness and liberality of our friends have conferred. 

We might in this place very properly observe, that 
there is scarcely a region in the state presenting a wider 
or more captivating field for the contemplation of the 
mineralogist, that the one in which we are located. In 
| surveying that vast formation of limestone, known as the 

Great Valley; while he discovers much to excite his ad- 
miration and delight, he will learn that extensive marble 
quarries are in operation, furnishing an abundant sup- 
| ply of this useful material, capable of receiving a polish 

equal to any in the state, and perhaps in the Union. 
Several different quarries have been opened: one be- 
longing to Mr. Joseph Smith, which has been extensive- 
| ly worked; one owned by Mr. Ezra Hoopes, of Down- 





On the night of the 24th, although it was cloudy, ingtown; another by Mr. Thomas A. Parke, of the same 


there was a remarkable light in the North-eastern hemis- 
phere, from eight o’clock in the evening till nearly mid- 
night—whether proceeding from an Aurora, it was im- 
possible to tell. 

This month was 17° warmer than the last, and 2° 
warmer than March 1830. 

The month generally dry,and pleasant for the season. 

On the 2d of the month the river was clear of ice. 





CHESTER COUNTY CABINET OF NATURAL 
SCIENCE. 
At the stated meeting of the Cabinet, on the 19th of 


March, 1831, Witmer Wonrnineton, M. D. from the 


committee appointed for that purpose, presented the 


following report, which was appioved and ordered to 
be published:— 


In obedience to a resolution of the Cabinet, and in 
conformity to a custom which has exercised a salutary 
influence over its advancement in scientific pursuits, the 
curators submit their fourth annual report; and to them 
it affords a sense of peculiar gratification, in being able 
to rank the labors of the closing year with any of the 
preceding,and to communicate the grateful intelligence, 
that the prosperity and success which attended our ef- 
forts on fermer occasions, have continued to enhance the 


value and elevate the character of our institution. While 


the members have been zealously devoted to the collec- 
tion of materials for enlarging the various departments 
of our museum, our correspondents and friends have 
manifested a growing interest in its:rosperous condi- 
tion. 

Within the period embraced by the present report, 
our constitution has been revised, and a charter for the 
institution obtained. ‘Tlie constant and increasing state 
of improvement which has marked our progress, and 
the great value which our collections are daily attain- 
ing, suggested the propriety of this measure; and al- 

hough but few changes have been made in our govern- 

ment, we feel assured that some important alterations 
were adopted, tending to promote the prosperity and 
usefulness of the Cabinet. 

Notwithstanding the advantageous situation we enjoy, 
for the collection ofa great variety of useful and interest- 
ing minerals, we regret that our accessions in this de- 
partment have not been sufficient to enable us to com- 
plete the catalogue of our county productions, and 
supply all the deficiencies in our general case. Some 


| place; and a fourth on the farm of Mr. Thomas H. B. 
Jacobs, recently opened. Besides these localities, there 
are many other situations in this limestone formation, 
where marble has been discovered, and where the fa- 

| cilities for working it are equally advantageous. Thus 

we learn, that while we enjoy the benefits arising from 

| ample supplies of lime for the improvement of our soil, 

| we are enabled to furnish a large quantity of marble of 

various shades and qualities; which, upon the comple- 

| tion of the Pennsylvania rail-road, will prove a source of 
| considerable profit to the owners. 

The iron ore with which our county abounds, of a 

| very superior quality, is also advantageously manufac- 

tured into almost every description of iron. The com- 

| mittee have been informed,* that there are in active 

operation in the county, one furnace, one foundry, five 

_ forges, three bloom-mills, two rolling-mills, and several 
tilt-hammers, and that the furnace, established near a 

| century ago, is capable of producing from 1000 to 1200 

tons of iron annually, the greater part of which is ob- 
tained from the ore of this county. Several furnaces in 
Berks county are also principally supplied from our lo- 
calities. The mine furnishing the best ore in abun- 
dance, and specimens of which are contained in the 
Cabinet, is situated in East Nantmeal township. 

The researches of our botanical members, during the 

| past, have made the following additions to the Flora of 
Chester county, viz. Scirpus palustris. Agrostis tenut- 
| flora, A. Sylvatica, Arundo eourctata? Trisetum purpu- 
| raisens, Elymus villosus, Galium Bermudianum, kil? 
| Azalea viscosa, Lonicera parvifiora, Asclepias laurifolia, 
| Chenonedium rhombifolium, viburnum nudum, Smila- 
| cina stellata, /lcer desycarpum, Vaccinium fuscatum? Cer- 
| cis canudensis, Hydrangea vulgaris, Stellaria pubera, 

Arenaria lateriflora, Acyrum Crux Andrex, Arabis sagit- 

| tata? Cichorium Intybus, Eupatorium ovatum, Gnapha- 

| ium margarilaceum, Erigeron integrifolium, Aster nudi- 
| florus? Senecio obovatus, and Parictaria Pennsylvanica— 
| amounting in all to twenty-cight. 

| The greater portion of these plants were detected 

| along the margin of the river Schuylkill, in this county, 

,and on the Great Valley hills. We are mainly indebted 

| for them to the industry of the recording secretary, Da- 








| * The committee are indebted to Mr. Bavid Potts, jr. 
for this information, and to P. F. Smith, Esq. for what 
' ig said of the marble quarries in the Great Valley. Both 


| of these gentlemen will please to accept of our thanks 
| for their kindness and attention, 
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vid Townsend, Esq. whose zealous explorations in this 
department of natural science, have repeatedly laid us 
under similar obligations. ‘I'wo or three rare and in- 
teresting species, were found and presented by our 
active friend, Joshua Hoopes, 

The plant which was reported, last year, as ‘‘Cliloris 
secundus,” is now ascertained to be Spartina Cynosu- 
roides; and we are requested by the author of the Fo- 


rula Cestrica, to submit the following corrections of that | 


work, in addition to those heretofore made, in the first 
report, to wit: ‘*Lriophorum angustifolium” is E. vir- 
ginicum; “Mariscus glomeratus?”’ is Cyperus mariscoides, 
Torrey; ‘‘/ristida dichotoma” is probably .2. stricta; 
**Panicum pauciflorum” is one of the varieties of Pani- 
cum nilidum, Torrey; ‘*P. depauperalum’’ is not the 
plant of that name intended by Dr. Torrey, and remains 
undetermined; “Viola asarifolia’” is a doubtful species, 
and probably erroncous, *‘./sclepias purpurascens”? is also 
doubtful, being probably 4. amwna; **Cerastium semi- 
decandrum” is erroneous—it proved on re-examination 
to be nothing but a poor specimen of Sfellaria media! 
“Cerastium oblongifolium?”’ is not Dr. Torrey’s plant, 
and remains undetermined, It is believed also, not to 
be distinct from the plant immediately preceding it in 
the catalogue, under the name of “C. hirsutum.” This 
Cerastium seems to be almost exclusively confined to 
serpentine rock, where it is usually abundant. ‘*/ye- 


nanthemum lanceolatum” should be in the section of | 


“stamens included;” *7'rifolium procumbens” is Medi- 
cago lupulina; “Aster salicifolius” is ascertained to be 2, 
amygdalinus; “Aster phlogifolius’? seems not to be cor- 
rect. Mr. John P. Brace (in Litt.) alleges that “ it is 
the .2. patens of Wild, Pursh, Torrey and Eaton”—the 
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| Americana, male and female; 13, Ampelis Americana, 
_male; 14. Caprimulgus Americanus, male; 15. Seolopax 
flavipes, male; 16. Charadrius vociferens, male: 17. Mus- 
' cieapa crinita, male ; 18, M. nunciola, male, 19. Parus 
| atricapillus, male; 20. Hirundo Americana, male; 21. H. 
| purpurea, male; 22. H. riparia, female; 23. Lowia lu- 
| doviciana, female; 24. Picws pubescens, male;25, Melea- 
gris gallipavo; 26. Muscicapa sylvicola, male. 

1. Robin; 2. Blue-winged Yellow Warbler; 3. Blue- 
| eyed Yellow Warbler; 4. House Wren; 5. Orchard Ori- 
‘ole; 6and7. Baltimore Oriole; 8. Red-winged Starling; 
'9. Belted Kingfisher; 10. Green Heron; 11 and 12. 
| Black-throated Bunting; 13. Cedar bird; 14. Night- 
| hawk; 15. Yellow-shanks Snipe; 16. Kildeer Plover; 
(17. Great crested Fly-catcher; 18. Pewit Fly-catcher ; 
'19. Black capped Titmouse; 20. Barn Swallow; 21. 
| Purple Martin; 22. Bank Swallow or Sand Martin, 23. 
| Rose-breasted Grosbeak; 24. Downy Wood-pecker; 
(25. Wild Turkey; 26. Yellow-throated Fly-catcher. 

In entomology, but little has been done in our own 
‘county; but we are indebted to the munificence of 
| Charles A. Poulson, Esq. for a splendid collection of 
insects from China, containing about 300 specimens 
neatly arranged in wooden boxes. 

A specimen of Fiber Zibethicus (musk rat) has been 
| presented by Lewis W. Williams, and prepared by.John 
| Marshall. 

Our collection of coins has acquired additional inte- 
| rest and yalue by the donations of last year. We have 
|added to our former number several curious and an- 
| tique pieces of silver and copper—principally presented 
_by the members, 

| “To our Library a few additions have been made, as 


A. undulatus of Linn and Elliott—the “.2. amplezicaulis’”’ | well through the liberality of our friends, as the spirited 
of Mx. (according to Elliott) and of Bigelow Ed. I., and | exertions of our members. Loudon’s Magazine of Natu- 
“*4. diversifolius” of Mx. (according to Eaton). The | ral History has been subscribed for by the Cabinet; se- 
real “4. phlogifolius,” therefore, appears not yet to have | venteen numbers of which have already been received. 
been found in Chester county. ‘Carex xanthophysa,” | This valuable periodical is published every two months, 
on further examination, (and comparison with authentic | and.embraces such a variety of useful and interesting 
specimens, collected on Pokono mountain,) seems, at | subjects connected with Natural Science, that much 
last, to be nothing but a variety of C. lupulina. “ Sa- | good may be antieipated from its extensive circulation, 
gittaria pubescens,” and “8. sagittifulia,” immediately | There is no work better adapted to infuse a love for the 
preceding it, appears to be only varieties of the same | study of nature, and we hope to see it shortly in the 
species. The Luphorbia, noticed in the observation at | hands of every student. To the foregoing work we are 
the end of that genus, page 103, is considered as a new | able to add the following donation, viz. Twenty-two 
species by Dr. Torrey, who has described it, ina paper | volumes of plates on Natural History, Philosophy, &c. 
read before the New York Lyceum, under the name of _ being the same which accompany Rees’ Encyclopedia; 


Euphorbia Darlingtoniana. 

The accessions to the General Herbarium, since last 
report, amount to about 300 specimens. These are 
chiefly from Hungary, Bavaria, and Vienna; and were 
presented by Dr. Freedley, of Philadelphia, and Mr. 
John P. Brace, of Litchfield, Connecticut—two gentle- 
men whose kindness and liberality we have heretofore 
bad occasion to commemorate, 

A number of valuable specimens of indigenous plants 
were also received from the District of Columbia, col- 
lected an@ presented by Mr. A. Hamilton Derrick. 

As heretofore, the Cabinet have continued to devote 
a portion of their attention to the cultivation of zoulogy. 
Several of its branches have received valuable and in- 
teresting accessions; although it isto ornithology that we 
have most successfully directed our efforts. ‘l'o our for- 
mer collections in this department,we have been enabled 
to add near thirty county specimens, prepared with 
great taste and neatness by Mr. James Griffith, of Phila- 
delphia. :sThese, together with our previous collections, 
have so far enriched our museum, that we are able to 
exhibit a collection of the feathered tribe, for beauty 
and variety, excelled by few in the state. 

The following catalogue presents 2 view of those 
which have been added during the last year: 

1. Turdus migratorius, male; 2. Sylvia solitaria; 3. 8. 
citrinella, male; 4. S. domestica, male; 5. Oriolus muta- 
tus, (young) male, 6. and 7. O. Baltimorus, male and fe 
male; 8. Sturnus pradatorious, female; 9. Alcedo aleyon 
male; 10, Ardea virescens, male; 11 and 12, Emberiza, 


presented by Mr. Blakely Sharpless, of Philadelphia. 

A copy of Agardh’s Systema Algarum; presented by 

| Professor Torrey, of New York. 

Hopkinson’s Eulogium on Judge Washington; pre- 
sented by Peter A. Browne, Esq. 

Nos. 3 and 4 of volume III. of the Annals of the New 
York Lyceum of Natural History, and an index to their 

| library; presented by the president of our society. 

Such has been the result of our associated efforts 
since the last annual meeting of the Cabinet; and it can- 
not fail to prove a source of gratification to those who 

| feel an interest in the cultivation of Natural History in 

| general, to learn that the same laudable spirit which 
originated the Institution, continues to animate its mem- 
bers; and bids fair to render it as useful to the students 
of natural science, as it is creditable to our county. 

In concluding a review of the labors of the past year, 
we shall not be considered as indulging in a useless ex- 
penditure of time, by adverting to the laudable spirit of 
improvement which has manifested itself in other sec- 
tions of the state: Several of the neighboring counties, 
following the example, which the flourishing condition 
of our institution affords, have established similar socie- 
ties;* and from the zeal and enterprise which distinguish 
many of the individuals concerned, we have much rea- 
son to anticipate a complete developement of the hid- 
den productions of nature, contained in their respective 


| 
| 








* Societies for the cultivation of natural history, have 
been established in Bucks aud Montgomery counties, 
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limits. It is by the establishment of such institutions, lying near the Free Bridge, were filled with water.— 
and their continued and vigorous co-operation in ac- | One or two vessels arrived during the storm andit is 
quiring a knowledge of the natural products which sur- understood that several brigs and schooners anchored i 
round them, that we may hope to obtain a perfect col- below in the course of Saturday afternoon. We are 
lection of ail that iscurious and interesting to the loverof | apprehensive that we shall reccive disasterous accounts 
science, or become acquainted with all that is useful and | from Cape Cod, as well as from other quarters; for many 
valuable to the manufacturer and artist. In endeavor- | a poor mariner, after being “tempest tost,” finds a m 
ing to cultivate a taste for the study of geology and | grove among the sands of the Cape. It is stated that 
mineralogy, and disseminate a proper sense of its im- | two schrs. are ashore in Quincy bay, 
portance to the people of Pennsylvania, Peter A. Several sleds filled with men and boys, attached to 3 
Browne, Esq. has rendered a service to his fellow citi- | each of which were six horses, were driven through the t 
zens, which cannot fail, ultimately, to be duly appre- | streets of the city yesterday afternoon, to break and 
4 : ciated. His ardent and indefatigable exertions in urging | level the snow drifts. Our truckmen understand this 
of a geological survey of the state, as a measure tending to | business; they practise the Jevelling system, on all great 
enhance its prosperity, and reveal its internal resources, | occasions, with more success than any other class of 
entitle him to the thanks and gratitude of all who are | men.— Boston Gaz. 
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friendly to the promotion of useful objects. — 
— New York, Jan. 18. 
Officers of the Cabinet for 1831. Tax Srorm.—The Eastern mail due on Sunday 
President—William Darlington, M. D. morning arrived last evening. The southern mail ar- 
Vice Presidents—Hon. Isaac Darlington, rived at 9 o’clock, this morning, but brought nothing 
f John W. Townsend. beyond Philadelphia. There are now due, at the hour 
| Corresponding Secretary —Wilmer Worthington,M.D. | we are writing, (10 o’clock) three mails south of Phi- 


ladelphia, two eastern and two northern. 

Snow.—Many of our narrow streets are impassable, 
and contracts have been made, and the work commen- 
ced, to convey the snow into our rivers. Not less than 
2,000 laborers were yesterday employed in shovelling 
snow off the walks and carrying it from our yards. This 
extra work isa great relief to the labouring classes, and 
this happy state of things for them will probably continue 
for several days. — 

The theory broached by Dr. Franklin, and recently 
beautifully illustrated in the last novel of Mr. Cooper, 
the “Water-Witch,” that north-east storms commence 
at the south-west, has been verified in the present in- 
stance. In New York the storm commenced at mid- 
night on the 14th—at 8 o’clock in this place—and in 
Boston, at 10.— Providence Herald. 


ay Recording Sec’y and Tress’r—David Townsend, Esq. 
if Curators—Wilmer Worthington, M. D. 
John Marshall, 
Joseph Hemphill, Jr. Esq. 








THE GREAT SNOW STORM. 

We have had so many long public documents of late 
which required insertion at the moment, as to exclude 
many articles of minor importance,which however, de- 
serve preservation. Among these are the different ac- 
counts given of the remarkable snow storm of the 14th of 
January. Below, will be found such as we have met with; 
although not new to our readers—they may be sought 
for, some twenty or thirty years hence, when the next 
great storm occurs, to inform them when the like had 
before happened. 


Sxow Sronm.—A snow storm commenced from the 
N. E. about sunrise on Saturday morning, and contin- 
ued to rage with almost unprecedented violence until 
yesterday afternoon, when the wind subsided, and to- 
wards evening there were slight indications of clear 
weather,The quantity of snow which has fallen we have 
heard estimated at two feet on a level. Itis much 
drifted; some places are nearly bare, while the banks, | 
many of them, that we have seenare full six feet high. | 
The roads in the country,must be completely blocked of barley and pork, near the Bevan; the crews of all 
up in some places,and travelling will in consequence be | the vessels were saved but with great difficulty, owing 
more or less interrupted for several days. The mails | to high winds and tide. The rowboats are all swept 
due on Saturday evening were all received at the post | from the beach. The damage done here is consider- 
office in this city except that from Plymouth, which | able; the foundation of Mrs. Truxson’s house and kitch- 
had not arrived at noon yesterday. It is presumed the | en have been washed away, and the floor and furniture 
stage reached Quincy, and there stopped for the night. | are all adrift; and her son’s house is nearly in the same 
The Southern mail arrived about 8 o’clock, but the | wrecked condition;& also that of Daniel M’Alister’s. All 
stage whichproceeded south two hours afterwards, as | three of the families took shelter in the schoolhouse. 
well as that which went to the eastward, could not | Peter Singles was in great distress, as a part of his family 
have made much progress during the night. We sent | was handed out of the upper window, fearing the old 
to several stage offices yesterday afternoon, but heard | house would be washed away;a part of his new house 
of no arrivals from the country. The Providence mail, | was blown away, and the family escaped toa neighbor’s 
which arrives generally between 1 and 2 o’clock in the | house. The packet sloop Breakwater’s stern went in- 
afternoon, had not reached the city last evening. * to Ricord’s l'ayern house, and her main boom about 

We believe it is many yearssince we experienced so | six feet into his kitchen. ‘The sloop Josephine is on 
Severe a snow storm. For thirty hours or more the | top of the wharf, and stove the underpinning of Mr. 
wind blew with great violence, a part of the time a per- | Rodney’s grainery. The bridge across Lewis Creek 
fecthurricane. The tide having risen two or three | gave way, and all the wharves gone. The vessels and 
feet higher than usual overflowed many of the wharves, | pilot boats are all driven ashore, high and dry; Russel 
but we do not learn, after diligent inquiry, that any se- | at the Scattergood Houses, we have not yet heard from, 
rious damage hasbeen sustained in this harbour from owing to the severity of the weather, 
either wind or tide. Somevessels at the wharves have| P. §. The row-boats that went to save the crews of 
been slightly injured, the names of which we have not | the said vessels, were taken and hauled by hand from 
heard; the Ousatonic, and another small steam boat, | Lewisto the end of Pilot Town, and then with much 


From the Merchant’s Coffee House Books. 
DISASTERS OF THE LATE GALE AT LEWISTOWN, DEL, 

Extract ofa letter, dated Jan. 16, 1831.—A severe 
gale commenced here the 14th inst. wind from N, E. 
James Wilson, pilot, went on board of the schr. Alex- 
ander, from Madeira, with a cargo of wine, lemons, 
&c. bound to Philadelphia, which was cast away and 
bilged near the mouth of the creek, at 3 P. M. on the 
15thinst. Richard Wesly went on board the brig Be- 
van, from Vera Cruz; and the said brig came on shore 
same day, at 10 A. M., abreast of Green Bank, also the 
schr. Wm. D. Borden, from New York, with a cargo 
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difficulty were able to get offand gain the weather side 
of the beach. Jan. 17, a row-boat’s crew with myself, 
attempted to go down to the Scattergood House, but 
in vain, owing to the ice and the bridges over Conorcal 
creek being all carried away. I learn from persons 
from the creek, that the N. E. end is washed away, and 
whether the inhabitants are dead or alive, it is hard to 
say. John Burton, the keeper of the Breakwater Hall, 
has appeared repeatedly waving his coat for assistance. 
The report from him has reached us to-day, that he is 
in want of men and water, and that his house is in dan- 
ger of falling. 


Extract of another letter, dated J.ewistown, Jan. 21. 

The pilot boats Mary Ann and Thomas A. Morgan 
have been driven ashore almost up in the road opposite 
the tan-yard, so that they will have to be launched. 
The brig Bevan, schrs. Alexander, of East River, and 
the Wm. D. Borden, are all ashore between Lewistown 
and the creek’s mouth. There is now in the roads the 
schr. Union, Capt. King, of Philadelphia from Port au 
Platt. 

Extract of a letter, dated Dover, Jan, 25, 1851. 

A schooner called the Alexandria, from Madeira, with 
a very valuable cargo of wines, was stranded at Cape 
Henlopen, and what is more alarming, the crew have 
introduced the small poxinto our place. A schooner 
from New York, with pork and beef, is also on shore; 
and every vessel that was in Lewis’s creek, is high and 
dry. The tide was 4 feet higher than was ever known, 
The bridge and foot way over Lewis’s creek are gone. 
To give an idea of the great height of the tide, the, 
sloop Breakwater, that was made fast to the bridge 
went with her stern into Ricord’s tavern, her main 
boom being 6 feet into the kitchen. ‘The sloop Plough 
Boy is up on the wharf, and some of the coasting ves- 
sels below Pilot Town a mile up on the marsh. No 
lives were lost, but many cattle were drowned. The 
Breakwater House stood the gale. 

Theschr. Adrian, Sharp, from Richmond, via Nor- 
folk, put into Absequin on Saturday last, the crew frost- 
ed. ‘The A. was bound to New York, and will proceed 
on her voyage as soon as the weather will permit, 


From the Correspondent of the Philadelphia Gazette. 


Atrantic Hore, Care Istann, Jan. 20. 

On Friday 14th, commenced one of the severest 
storms accompanied with snow, which fell nearly three 
feet ona level. On Saturday the tide was very high, 
sweeping every thing before it; of four vessels ashore 
on the bay side near the Light House, two went to pie- 
ces, the other two are driven high and dry on the beach, 
considerably damaged. ‘The shore is strewed with rail 


boats, pieces of old wrecks, &c. 


The pilot boat Wm. Price, went to sea with loss of 
cables and anchors, was driven to the southward of 


winter quarters. The Lightship still remains on her 
station. ‘This day went in by Cape Henlopen Light, 
a schr. with a signal for a Pilot. This evening the of- 
fing clear. There isa good deal of floating ice in the 
bay. The road is yet impassible being blocked up with 
drifted snow, and the low places with water. 

Yours, respectfully, ALEX. M’KENZIE. 


From Mr. Sanderson’s Correspondent. 
Consness Hatt, Jan, 21. 


On Friday night last commenced one of the most se-| the whole. 


vere snow storms we have ever had, and the tide has 
been two feet higher than can be remembered by the 
oldest inhabitants ofthe place. Cattle and sheep have 
been drowned by hundreds; fences swept away, &c. 
No vessels in the offing; the pilot boat Wm. Price lost 
her cables and anchors in the bay on Friday night and 
went to sea; on Wednesday last she came in here and 
went to the light boat for assistance, but had to pro- 
ceed to New York. ‘The light boat remains stationary 
—we have plenty of ice inthe offing and snow banks 
athome. The pilot boat Wm. Price was again in sight 
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JOSEPH B. HUGHES. 

Tue tate Strorm.—A friend at Milford, State of Dela- 
ware, writes to us, under date of 24th instant, in relation 
to the late storm as follows: “It is said by the old peo- 
ple of our town, that they have never before known so 
much damage done by a storm. Our farmers, adjoining 
this bay, have met with heavy losses of cattle, sheep, 
and hogs—some have lost all, and others from 30 to 70 
head each, which added to the injury resulting from the 
overflowing of their farms by the salt water, has ren- 
dered the damage very great. The tavern house on 
our beach was principally blown down, but the family 
which resided in it, consisting of four or five persons, 
escaped any injury except what they suffered from cold. 
The tide extended a mile above the tavern,and of course 
inundated the house so much as to make it necessary 
to repair to the second story for shelter. Several other 
houses near the bay were much in the same condition. 
A poor black woman, and her two small children have 
been found drowned on slaughter beach; and the marsh 
is literally strewed with dead cattle. We are out of fuel, 
and of hay and oats for our horses, and we are likely to 
remain without them for some time, as our farmers are 
unable, on account of the high banks of snow, to reach 
the place. Our poorer class of citizensare in a distressing 
condition. ‘The tide flowed over our wharves, and into 
our granaries, and has done considerable damage to our 
grain. There was a poor fellow near the beach, on the 
Kent side, who lost all his cattle, hogs, poultry, and 
fencing, and he and his aged mother were near perish- 
ing, but saved themselves by repairing to the second 
story of the house, and there covering themselves with 
blankets, &c. The accounts from Milton, twelve miles 
below Milford, represents the damage done in and near 
the town to amount to seven or eight thousand dollars, 
produced by the tide sweeping off animmense quantity 
of cattle,wood, bark, &c. and by driving vessels on to the 
wharves, and two of them are said to be high and dry 
in one of the streets. From Murderkill creek down to 


| Lewes, the damage, it is said, has been gencrally very 
| great.”"—Delaware Gazette. 


Extract of a letter from William E. Waples, Esq. duted 
Mitisponoven, (Delaware,) Feb. 6. 

‘‘ ooking over the Delaware Journal, | noticed an 
allusion made to the loss sustained by me, by the ope- 
ration of the late flood upon my furnace at this place. 
The storm exceeded any thing of the kind that has ever 
| occurred before in the memory of the oldest inhabit- 
; ants. A very large amount of property, on all our water 
| courses, including cattle, sheep, hogs, fences, hay, is 

swept away. In many instances, houses, and where the 
houses have stood, the household goods, corn-eribs and 
their contents, were carried off. ‘The tide at this place 
| was four feet higher than was ever known—it ran over 
my mill dam like a heavy surf, carrying every thing be- 
fore it—the water was three feet eight inches up the 
stack of my furnace; completely covered my tan yard, 
penetrated my bark-house, and wet about thirty or forty 
cords; a very large coal-house was blown to atoms. 
While the storm was raging, I gave up all for lost; but 
[am gratified to say, that the damage is less than I an- 
ticipated—I should say two thousand dollars will cover 
Others have lost their all; and some, at 

| places not far from us, their lives. Since the storm the 
weather has been dreadfully severe. At this time, our 
whole country is covered with ice: it isas much as we 

| can do, to travel at all, and when we do travel it is 
mostly on foot. The whole face of the earth appears 
| to be covered with water, converted into ice; and our 
principal occupation is te make fires and set by them.” 





Ringe Turnrikt.—We are informed, that in twenty- 


| four hours after the late heavy fall of snow, a complete 


travelling path was cut along the above turnpike, being 
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a distance of 234 miles, from Philadelphia to Perkio- | 

ming; and such was the depth of snow, that it employ- | 

ed the labour of 500 hands to accomplish it —Poudson. 
Cuester, Pa. Jan. 21. 

Tar Weatarn.—The oldest inlabitants cannot re- 
member so severe a snow storm, as that which com- 
menced on Friday evening last, and continued through 
Saturday. Perhaps the winter of 1804 brought as great | 
a fall of snow, but it was not accompanicd with so much | 
wind. The mails and stages were much impeded for 
three days on the road from Philadelphia to Wilming- | 
ton; but the cross roads, leading westward from the 
riyer, are blocked up with snow nearly as high as the | 
top of the fences, and in this condition are the roads all 
over the county. On Monday our court began in this | 
borough, and those who had business here as jurors or | 
witnesses, found their way in across the fields, a few on 
horseback, but mostly on foot, at the expense of much | 
exertion and fatigue. The President Judge however | 
did not arrive, and bad not arrived on Wednesday eve- | 
ning, when the court adjourned, after doing little busi- | 
ness, : 

One awful catastrophe has come to our knowledge, 
the effect of the inclement weather on Friday evening. | 
Jonathan Clayton and another man, his cousin, (whose 
name we have not heard,) attempted to go home, late 
in the evening, but that home they were never more to 
see. A person passing next morning between the Provi- 
dence school-house and meeting-house was attacked by | 
adog. Percciving something unusual in the manner of | 
the animal, he was led to discover the body of a man, 
the face only of which was above the snow—the body 
was that of the unfortunate Jonathan Clayton. 

West-Cuester, (Pa.) Jan. 18. 

We were visited on the 15th and 16th, with one of 
the most tremendous snow storms ever known in this 
latitude. It commenced on the night of the 14th, and | 
continued without intermission until about noon on the ) 
16th; during which time it is supposed the snow fell to | 
the average depth of three fect. The wind, however, | 
continued very high during the fall, and the snow drift- | 
ed into banks, in many places, twenty feet high. Our | 
roads are entirely filled up. We have had but one mail | 
since the 14th.— Republican. 


Dorestown, (Pa.) Jan. 17. 

The severe snow storm of Saturday and Sunday has | 

prevented the stages performing their regular trips; 
and we are in consequence deprived of our usual supply } 
of papers. —Jnlelligencer. 
Lancaster, (Pa.) Jan. 21. 
On the 11th instant, we had a fall of snow of from | 
nine to twelve inches in depth, and on Friday evening | 
last it again commenced snowing, and continued until | 
late on Saturday night. The average depth of snow | 
now on the ground, is variously estimated at from | 
two to two and a half feet. A strong northerly wind | 

prevailed during the latter fall of snow, and drifted it 
so as to fill up hollows and form banks of snow in many 
places five or six feet high, rendering the main roads | 
impassable for several days. ‘The mail from Philadel. | 
phia, due on Saturday evening, did not arrive, though | 


} 


every exertion was made by the active and enterprising 
contractors on the route to forward it, until Tuesday | 
evening. The by-roads are in a still worse condition, 
and in many cases have to be abandoned, and new roads 
made through fields, barn-yards, &c. It is the general 
opinion, that there has not been as much snow on the 
ground, at any one time, these thirty-five years.—Jour. | 
Such was the depth of the snow drifts, that though 
between Lancaster and Paradise, a distance of nine | 
miles, fifty horses were employed to break the road in 
advance, yet the stage could not proceed, though drag- 
ged upon runners, by six of the finest horses of the line, | 
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one of which perished through exhaustion. In some 
cases the drifts were six, seven and even twelve feet in 
height; and often, after being forced by a company of 
twenty or thirty horsemen, the violence of the wind and 
the lightness of the snow immediately obliterated every 
mark of their progress, and rendered the road as impas- 
sable as before. — Gazelle. 
Cotumssa, (Pa.) Jan. 20. 

One of the most severe snow storms which has yisited 
this part of the country—some say for fifty years—com- 
menced on Friday evening the 14th instant, and con- 
tinued without intermission until Sunday morning. We 
should judge the average of the fall to be about three 
feet, and the drifts in some places to be twelve feet 
high. The Baltimore mail due on Saturday afternoon, 
did not arrive till about twelve o’clock, M. on Monday; 
and the Philadelphia mail due on Saturday evening, ar- 
rived here yesterday about the same hour of the day. 
The storm must have been very severe at the east, The 
Harrisburg stages, which left York on their way up, 
were obliged to stop on Sunday, between York and 
York Haven, on account of getting fast in the snow, 
The horses were taken out and the stages left behind. 
The next morning a party went out to remove the stages; 
when (mirabile dictu) no sign of them could be found— 
the drifts having completely covered them up. 

Above us, the river is closed at Marietta; below at 
Washington, and thence down to Peach Bottom. For 
the last two or three days, we have been visited by a 
large number of ducks, and among them a plenty of 
canvass backs. We have not heard of much execution 
by the gunners. —Spy. 

Harnispune, (Pa.) Jan. 22. 

The snow storm with which we were visited on the 
14th and 15th instant, appears to have extended over 


| the whole of our state, together with parts of New York 


und Maryland. ‘The papers from every quarter speak 
of the impassable roads and the stoppage of the mails. 
We at this place did not receive our Philadelphia pa- 
pers of Friday, until Wednesday afternoon; the western 
and northern mails were not so much delayed. Yester- 
day at noon it commenced snowing again, and con- 
tinued until our paper went to press. — Republican. 


January 21.—We do not recollect ever having wit- 
nessed so great a fall of snow, as that which took place 
during the late storm. It commenced on Friday eve- 
ning last, with an easterly wind, and continued without 
intermission until Sunday morning. If the snow had 
fallen without being disturbed by the wind, we pre- 


| sume it would have been at least two feet deep. But, 


as it was light and the wind fresh, it was blown and 


| drifted in many places so as to be completly impassable. 


Many of our roads are filled up to the fence tops on 
each side, and are altogether impassable. Those com- 
pelled to travel have, in many places, to pass through 
fields and woods entirely off the track to find a passage. 
Our court commenced on Monday, and owing to the 
impossibility of getting to town through the snow, but 


four grand jurors, out of twenty-four, answered to their 


| names, and it was not until Tuesday that a sufficient 
/ number appe:red to do business; and then the whole 


number was but thirteen. We were for several days 
cut off from all communication eastward by mail. The 
Philadelphia stage, which should have arrived on Satur- 
day night, did not reach us until Tuesday; and several 
of the stages that left this on Saturday morning, were 
obliged to return. We have this consolation, however, 
if there is any consolation to be derived from company 
in difficulty, that there is not a paper received that has 
been published since the storm, particularly from to 
wards the south, north, and east, that does not detail 
similar consequences from the same cause.—Reporter. 


We had avery severe north-east storm on Thursday 


night, Friday and Saturday, and it continues cold with 
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high wind. The snow, we think, would average up- 
wards of two feet upon the ground, but it has drifted. 

Yhe roads are almost impassable. There was no mail 

from Philadelphia on Saturday or Sunday night; and 

none from Baltimore on Sunday night. The Northum- 

berland and Reading mails are also wanting. The west- 
ern mail, by Chambersburg, has not been interrupted, 

but its arrival has been late.—ZJntelligencer. 





teapinG, (Pa.) Jan. 22, 

Almost every paper received at our office this week, 
has had some account of the **Great Snow,’ which, on 
its passage from east to west, and distributing its flakes 
bountifully north and south, visited usin the night of | 
the 14th instant, and produced a cessation of our mails, | 
particularly those from the east, for several days. 

The citizens of our town, ever active in the cause of 
charity, commenced, early in the week, to seek for the 
suffering poor, and promptly devised ways and means 
to see such relieved, in which they have been eminently | 
successful. In consequence of the roads being blocked 
up, in what may justly be called a protracted storm, by 
drifting the snow iato hills & little mountains, preventing 
access toour market the usual supplies of fuel and other 
necessaries, were unattainable,and the cry of wood,wood, 
particularly, was resounded in every quarter of the 
town. Since Tuesday last, the roads have been in pro- 
gressive improvement, and communication with our 
country friends rendered not only easy but pleasant. 

Several families of German emigrants, to the number 
of fifty-one souls, arrived here with their wagons on 
Tuesday, from New York, via Easton, on their way to 
Ohio. The peculiarity of their situation was such, that 
our benevolent county officers offered them the several 
apartments in the county court-house, which was thank- 
fully accepted, and wherein they are now comfortably 
quartered. 

Friday noon.—We are again visited with a brisk snow 
from north-east, with every indication of its continuing 
for several hours. —Journad. 





Easton, (Pa.) Jan. 20. 

We have been favoured with a letter from a young 
gentleman, who left Easton on Saturday morning last to 
proceed to Philadelphia, but who got no further than 
Bucksville, about eighteen miles from this place, as late 
as Monday afternoon last. The storm was most tre- 
mendous. 
Extract of a letter to the editor, dated Bucksville, Jan. 17. 

“If untiring zeal and active exertion, in the service 
ef the public, no matter how humble the sphere in 
which the individual moves, be worthy of commenda- 
tion, then do we think Mr. John Montgomery, the dri- 
ver of the Easton Mail, deserving of the highest encomi- 
ums. After enduring fatigue almost incredible, and 
when the existing circumstances rendered it impossible 
to proceed further with the stage, he unloosed the horses 
and endeavored to take themto Mr. Drake’s, a distance | 
of about a mile and a half. He rode about half a mile 
when his four horses became imbedded in a snow bank. 
They were so perfectly chilled that they were almost 
incapable even of walking, much less of extricating 
themselves. Under these circumstances Mr. Montgo- 
mery procured a rail from an adjoining fence, and dug 
them out of the snow, He then retraced his steps, de- 
posited three of his horses in Mr. Barne’s stable, and 
with the other continued his journey, determined as he 
said, ‘‘to deliver the mail safely at the hazard of his 
life.” When he arrived at Mr. Drake’s inn, his eye 
Jashes were cemented together with ice,—himself so 
berumbed that he could scarcely articulate, and his 
situation so precarious that the most active restoratives | 
were found necessary for his recovery. He is now per- 
fectly restored, and the horses are all doing well.” 


Lewistown, (Pa.) Jan. 20. 
The weather for the last few days would seem as if it 
Vou. VIL 32 
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would be asin days “Lang Syne.” Some 20 or 30 
years ago deep snows were common; but since the 
winter of 1810 we have not hada snow as deep as the 
present. This snow, measured in Lewistown, was 
found to be thiee feet deep; and the weather since has 
constantly remained culd. ‘The roads have been stop- 
ped by the snow sliding from the sides of the mountains 
and the stage could not pass the Narrows for two days, 
the mail having to be carried on horseback 


February 10.—The winter has disappointed the ex- 
pectations of almost every person. Generally, for 
the last twenty years, but little snow fell during the 
season, and that continued for a shert time, there being 
intervals of warm weather, which melted the snow and 
carried off ihe ice from our rivers; und many men of 
observation had supposed our climate was annually me- 
liorating—and though the climate of America in the 
same latitude, was much culder than that of Europe, 
they supposed that when our forests were cleared ofl,we 
would have little snow with mild winters. ‘The theory 
is completely refuted in the present season. Previously 
to the 14th of January we had little cold weather, there 
then fell out the deep snow, extending from the region 
of the Allegheny to the sea coast—over the whole face 
of the country, from two feet to three feet six inches,— 
since which, have fallen three several snows of from six 
to twelve inches each; though the last on the Sd of 
February, that which fell out in rain nearer the sea coast, 
was snow in thissection of country, and the roads in 
every direction shut up; and the snow ever the whole 
face of the country so deep as to prevent persons taking 
out timber or even fire wood,and from being able to 
leave their homes except with difficulty. For the last 
five days the weather has been excessively cold, and 
the Juniata river having been previously open, is now 
completely blocked up with ice, from which some dan- 
ger may be apprehended to the public works, if the ice 
and snow go off with ahigh flood; but as nature always 
provides for herself, the ground at the time the snow 
fell, was not frozen, and remains as free from frost as in 
the summer time, being protected by the immense 
covering of snow; and will with her numberless mouths 
drink up the flood which would otherwise deluge the 
country. —Lewistown Eagle, 

Porrsvitiz, Jan. 22. 

Srow.—We have been visited with the heaviest full 
of snow that has been witnessed for many years. A 
violent snow storm setin on Friday night 14th inst. 
bringing with it immense quantities, and continuing 
with little intermission until Sunday, in the latter part 
of which day it ceased. On Monday morning the 
weather was clearand beautiful—the snow averaging 
about three feet in depth, thongh piled up in huge mas- 
ses by the influence of the wind in many spots, block- 
ing up the roads and rendering travelling difficult and 
dangerous. Throughout Monday a strong northwester- 
ly wind prevailed, occasioning a perpetual drifting of 
the snow from the adjacent mountains, filling the partly 
broken roads, and realizing on asmall scale the advan- 
tages of the other continent. ‘Tuesday was ushered in 
with another fall of snow, which was, however, light 
and of short duration. The oldest inkabitants declare 
that the quantity at present on the ground cxceeds that 
of any period within their recollection. No mail was 
received at this place from Saturday until Wednesday 
from Philadelphia.— Observer. 

Mizrorp, (Pa.) Jan. 21. 

Through the course of the week past we were visited 
with a remarkable quantity of snow. We were inform- 
ed that it measured rising twenty inches. 

Witxrssarrg, Jan. 21, 

Tue Stoxm.--The snow storm of last week appears 

to have interrupted, for a short time, the regular traps- 








250 THE ALCHEMIST. 





-—— ee epee: 
——_ =z 


— _ — 


mission of the mails, in different sections of the country. 
No mail was received at this place from Harrisburg for 
two or three days in succession—neither did the Phila- 
delphia mail, which was due on Tuesday last, arrive till 
yesterday.— Herald. 


Brarnsvitcr, (Pa.) Feb. 19. 
The snow, within a few days past, has been rapidly 
disappearing. It has afforded great facilities to Iron 
Merchants in the transportatioo of blooms and pig metal. 


An unusual quantity of these articles have been convey- | 


ed from the works to this place and Pittsburgh since 
the snow fell. 


: Prrrssvuren, (Pa.) Jan, 18. 
On the night of Friday last, we bad a fall of snow, 
which is now about 22 inches deep.—Gazette. 


Entg, (Pa.) Jan. 29. 
Though the weather has been pretty cold, and suitable 
to the season, during the greater part of this month, 
we have not been overburdened with snow in this quar- 
ter,having had scarcely enough to make good sleighing. 
~—Observer. 
Troea, (Pa.) Jan. 8. 
Frisurt.—We have had one of the greatest Fresh- 
ets, recently, within the vicinity of the Tioga river, 
ever experienced in this section of country. On Fri- 
day morning week it commenced raining, and continued 
through the day and the followingnight. On Saturday 
morning the river was so high as to inundate its banks 
in several places between this and Lawrenceville, in 
some instances fences to considerable value were earri- 
ed away, and the main road rendered impassable with 
horses. The injury sustained, isto no great amount, 
excepting the damage that may have been done to lands. 
A bridge near Robert’s mill, on Crooked Creek, was 
carried off, and one of the piers of the bridge across 
the Cowanesque, below Lawrenceville, is missing. It 
will probably soon be repaired, so as to be made passa- 
ble with teams. Footmen now pass over it in safety.— 
Gaz. 
Mavucnu Cuunx, Jan. 10. 
Tae vate Ratxs.—The immense quantity of rain 
which has fallen within the past week, and the prece- 
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Mittrex, March 5. 
The ice broke up on the West Branch of the Susque- 
hanna yesterday and floated off. It had partially broke 
| up, some days before, from this place, but lodged at 
the head of the pool formed by Shamokin dam, and 
there formed an ice dam which dammed the water above 
this place. Straubs mills were stopped and Eckert’s 
|nearly so. We heard of no damage being done to the 
public works. The break up was by piece meal. —Mil- 
| tontan. 


| Susqurnmanna Riyen.—We learn that the river is very 

high and rising, fears are entertained that much loss 
will be sustained along its shores, The ice has moved 
from below Conewago falls,and dammed at several places 
between New Holland and Eib’s landing. It is shoved 
together at those places to the height of 20 and 30 feet. 
The ice is generally three feet thick, and very solid. 


The snow on the mountains up the river, isubout 4 feet 
deep. 














For the Register of Penns) lvania. 
THE ALCHEMIST. 
No. XIV. 
STEAMBOATS. 

I do not intend to waste my own time, and weary 
my readers by dilating upon the advantages of Steam- 
boats; the immense accession which they have furnished 
to the actual comfort of the travelling portion of the 
community, or the increased facilities for intercommuni- 
cation, by which a visit to Niagara is not now a much 
greater undertaking than was a journey to New York 
some years ago. But one circumstance connected 
with them may well claim a momentary attention: a 
state of things which probably the vast mind of Fulton 

| teeming as it was with all great thoughts attendant up- 
| on his immortal discovery, could not have dived. 1 
| allude to a dinner on board of a crowded steamboat, 

Reader, bast ever been present at one such? If so, 

| Tam sure you can never forget it. Let me present for 
an instant, to those who have never gone the grand 
tour, or even made a trip in a steamer along the Sound 


ding one, has raised our rivers to an unusual height. | or up the Hudson, a faint sketch of such a scene. 


The Lehigh rose higher than it has been since 1821, 
and considerable damage has been done to our canal. 
The waters are now falling. 


Tux Matts.—The river Lehigh overficwed the 
Mauch Chunk Narrows to such adegree on Wednes- 
day night last that the road was rendered impassable 
for carriages or horses, in consequence of which the 
Philadelphia mail was not received. The Thursday 
noon mail was brought from the Gap on horseback, and 
the pedestrian made his way among the rocks of the 
mountain. 


Pirrssuneg, Feb. 11. 

Mewnoncausrra Rivern.—On Wednesday last we had 
no mail from any place along the Natiunal road east of 
the Monongahela. We understand that the ice has 
been running at Brownsville for three or four days past, 
although the river is still fast frozen here. It is said 
that the ice is jammed about five miles above this ci y, 
and formed into avery deep, solid mass, If it should 


be carried off by a sudden rise of water, much damage 
may be done.—Gazetie. 


WIrkesparre, March 4. 


The ice in the Susquehanna took its departure yes- | 


terday. It broke and carried off the tce-breaker attached 


to one of the piers of the bridge, anddid some other | 


injury of minor importance.— Wyoming Herald. 


It must in the first place be taken for granted, that 
the boat is crowded—which during the travelling 
months is most generally the case: for, verily the 
| Americans are an erratic people. 


‘ 


This vast crowd 
\is confined within a space which, I am sure they 
| would never willingly occupy but for the extraordinary 
|enjoyments that are presumed to flow from travelling 
| —enjoyments which counterbalance heat, dust, pres- 
| sure from a crowd in the piping hot months of July and 
August, and even an occasional explosion of a boiler, 
which now and then comes very unexpectedly, to mar 
the pleasure of the excursion: 
This crowd is partly dispersed through the cabins and 
upon the upper and Jower decks of the boat; some wil- 
lingly enduring the heat of the cabin to escape the daz- 
zling brightness of the Sun—others preferring the lat- 
ter to the confined air of the former, but all half baked 
with the heat—-their ears stunned with the noise of the 
| steam, and those on deck with eyes half-blinded with the 
| flying cinders: The hour for dinner approaches, the 
|company in the cabin is ejected upon deck, for a three- 
| fold reason; to prevent depredations upon the viands— 

to avoid interference with the servants; and above allto 
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enforce that equality of right, that privilege of all ,start- | in such a scene, he may derive infinite amusement frow 
ing fair, which in this Gemocratic country is the great 





acontemplation of the spectacle there presented to 
rule of action. The company is of course compressed | him. The look of disappointment in the face of one on 


into a much smaller space—the heat and discomfort are | beholding some dish, on which he had, in an unlucky 
proportionably increased, each one is ready to exclaim | moment, centered his affections, vanish and leave his 


“am satis” —man is naturaliy gregarious; but there is a | wishes ungratified, the strong contrast which his neigh- 


medium in all things. The Americans are, 1 presume, 
as polite as other people—but even they can not stand 
too much crowd; teo much heat—hunger adds its 
gnawings to encrease their disquietude. I am not phy- 
sician or epicure enough to know whether heat increas- 
es the appetite or not—but certainly anxiety and disquie- 
tude do, and never have I seen such voracious appetites 
so hard to be appeased with what is their own, and 
sometimes with what is their neighbor’s too, as on such 
ocasions, The bell which gives note of preparation, 
serves like the overture at the French Opera, to height- 
en the desire for the full performance. At lasta second 
bell announces that all is ready—the cabin doors are 
thrown ot rather burst open, and a mighty noise upon 
the stairs, announces that the crowd is tumbling down 
to dinner, Reader,in that scramble down steep and 
narrow stairs, there isno quarter—neither age nor con- 
dition is spared—tiger-like one springs over another; 
and ifa faint and feeble spirit of politeness for an instant 
desires to lend a helping hand or exercise a little forbear- 
ance towards another, it issoon drowned in a sense of 
the absolute necessity of taking care of oneself. 

Once in the cabin, the crowd soon disseminates itself 
and fills the large tables; in an instant every place is 
taken—and many a lingering eye is cast upon the 
crowded board, untill a ful conviction of the necessity 
of waiting for a second course, crosses the mind of the 
unlucky traveller and he rushes upon deck. 

The confusion and the noise attendant upon the ta- 
king of seats are indescribable—no one knows how or 
when he obtained his, all that he is sensible of, is a fierce 


bor presents, in the fullness of fruition, The anger, 
in another, amounting to perfect vindictiveness, with 
which he perseveres in reiterating commands and en- 
treaties to servants who wont hear, or who, if they do 
hear, and yet dont comply, ease their conscience with 
the reflection, ‘‘that they cant do more nor they can do.” 
These, and a-thousand other incidents afford food for 
the mind, much betterthan any which tie table affords 
for the body, and may serve to make a most agreeable 
interlude in a wearisome journey. But reader, crack 
no jokes at the expense of any present, unless perfectly 
sure of yourman. Indulge as many inward sarcasms as 
your imagination may prompt, but if they should force 
a passage through your lips, better by far to escape from 
the coming wrath of some tall, raw-boned son of the 
west, as I vanish now. UMBRA® 


REPORT 

Of the Committee and Resolution of the Senate of Penn- 
sylvania, 24 April, 1831, about the proceedings of the 
Commissioners of the Philadelphia, Germantown and 
Norristown Rail Road Company. 

In THE Sznatre—April 2d, 1831. 

Mr. Rerrr, from the committee to whom was refer- 
red sundry remonstrances from citizens of Philadelphia 
against the proceedings of the Commissioners of the 
Philadelphia, Germantown and Norristown Rail Road 
Seer: and praying for legislative interference, re- 
ported. 

That they have examined the minutes and papers, 
connected with the subject with due deliberation. At 
the time the act was passed it wasexpected that great 
difficulty would arise in obtaining sufficient subscrip- 
tions to the stock to accomplish the ends of the act; and 
to remove this as far as practicable, an unusual number 


determination to keep his own at all hazards. To the | of commissioners were inserted in the bill of persons re- 


noise, succeeds the look, for a moment, of exulting 
gratification at the assurance of being safely fixed at 
table, and then all ishushed, and the work of destruc- 
tion commences, 

That the guests are a-hungered is proved not only 
by the quantity which they devour, but by their ability 
to eat such provisions. Meat half-cooked, vegetables 
parboiled, pies all dough, disappear as if by magic. 
Let it not be supposed from what I said above that the 
meal is partaken in silence—there is, indeed, little 
neighbourly converse, unless the occasional out-break- 
ing of some political discussion can be called such. The 
general talk is directed not to each other, but at the 
waiters. “John do this—Peter do that,” but John wont 
do this, and Peter wont do that, till the demand is fifty 
times repeated, and even then though they may have 
every disposition to oblige, the thing required may be 
absolutely impossible; as when the request is to furnish 
a clean knife or fork. 

If any of my readers on board of a steamboat on such 
an occasion, should be in that happy situation, in which 
having luckily secured a comfortable seat, he has no 
appetite to satisfy, or one which haply shuns indulgence 


| siding in different parts of the city and County of Phila- 
deiphia, and county of Montgomery, in order that they 
| should use their influence in their respective neighbor- 
| hoods, to get the subscription filled. The commission- 
ers as soon as the law was passed exerted themselves to 
procure persons to subscribe, and not being excluded as 
commissioners from acting as attorneys to subscribe 
they accordingly acted as such; to a certain extent their 
exertions no doubt contributed in agreat measure to 
create an excitement in the public mind to obtain stock. 
There was consequently a great demand for it, and many 
were of course disappointed. ‘The commissioners re- 
stricted themselves, which they need not have done ac- 
cording to the act, to a certain number of shares as at- 
torneys. It appears thatin every stage oftheir proceed- 
ing, the commissioners took counsel from respect- 
able members of the bar, and acted accordingly, and 
from their minutes and the list of subscribers exhibited 
that the stock was fairly taken and generally divided. 
The committee after full consideration of the subject 
believe that the conduct of the commissioners has been 
strictly in accordance with the spirit and letter of the 
act of incorporation. 
They therefore offer the following Resolution. 
Resolved, That the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 
The resolution attached to the foregoing report was 
again read, considered and adopted. 
Extract from the Journal. 
W. S. FRANKLIN, Clerk of the Sena‘e. 
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WHITE PERSONS. 
— oe ahh alt MALES. aah a a 
Tounshippsand; 6} s[46/S;el|(s ls Sicisislsisl| "1518 
Boroughs, - i= isl/elelelele | sielslc 2) & =| 
IN ie kee ee ee en ee 
LANCASTER! 35 | 5 ‘Syria ls Ne = |S IR - eSisiwvls 
Bart, . 146} 119) 114] 97] 150] 83 68} 48 22) 7 4) 1) 0] 161) 101) 107 
Brecknock, 69} 69, 72) 46) 88| 57, 41 31) 23 11) 2] 0 0| 68} 68 
Caernarvon, 140 134, 127 103) 127 80 58 39} 15} 11) 1 0) 1" 135 11¢ 
City of Lancaster) 542) 485) 447| 450) 589) 415, 275] 222:121) 46) 9) 0 a 504] 472] 448 
Cocalico, - | 421| 364) 322] 296| 386| 300 165 96| 74) 41| 4] 1| S| 356] 37a! 300 
Colerain, - 109) 78| 94) 62) 99} 63 40] 25/17] 9) 1] 0] 6] 62] 88 
Columbia boro’,| 119] 114, 103] 111, 143] 97, 73] 30] 14) 2) 0} 6G} O| 126) 96) 106 
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Lunar Rainbow.—On Thursilay night last | aan ch <6) >| fastness of the promise made to him, to whom the 
we witnessed, between the hours of 2 and 4, a beautilul | heavenly emblem first appe ared, th: at ‘the world should 
rainbow. That we apprehend, is rather ar ave sight Ae more be destroyed by a flood,’ "—a promise, which 

. } } 

For although we know that like causes produce like e | that appearence , taught us, is as enduring . by NIGHT as 
elfects, yet we pronounce, the combination necessary | Day.—- York Rep. Giniteais 
to produce Noah’s bow afier night, occurs more mals »| Cannonpare Towxsurr.--A new township has re: 
than when Manusas . ure d by sunsh wine = ae us atl nat, | cent ly been erected 1 in this county, out of ] arts of Blake- 
it wasa stranger, and brought uty ton ey and Greenfield, and is called Carbondale. It is us 
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THE 
FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 


INDIGENT WIDOWS’ AND SINGLE WOMEN’S | 

SOCIETY. | 

At the Annual Meeting of the “Indigent Widows’ and | 

Single Women’s Society,”’ held at the Session Room 

of the First Presbyterian Church, on the 13th of Jan- 

uary, 1831, the following Repozt was read by the Rey. 
Mr. Edward Rutledge. 





On the return of another Anniversary of the Indigent 
Widows’ and Single Women’s Society, the Managers 
meet the assembled patrons of the Institution with a 
statement of the occurrences of the past year, and the 
present situation of the helpless family committed to 
their charge. The occurrences are few in number, and 
simple in character, but in their degree important, as 
they evince thc benefits resulting from their denefuc- 
tion. 

Many of the inmates have been afflicted with severe 
illness, of an acute character, but which finally yielded 
to medical skill and good nursing; and there is reason 
to hope, leaving the subjects of these visitations with 
hearts softened by a sense of mercies received, and 
minds elevated to the source from whence these mer- 
cies flowed. ‘Two others, of great age, have gradually 
sunk to the repose of the grave, cheered in their course 
by those assurances which can alone shed a ray on that 
dark abode. 

One poor invalid has lost by fever the powers of her 
mind, but it is harmless and susceptible of enjoyment ; 
and serves to keep in exercise the kind feelings of the 
other inmates, by attendance on her wants and wayward 
fancies. There have been six admissions during the 
past year; making a family of forty-eight pensioners, 
with four assistants. Among those admissions, we can 
not refrain from noticing one who has reached the cli- 
max of wretchedness; a native of the West Indies, nur- 
tured in the lap of indulgence, subsequently bereft of 
fortune, relations, and friends; decrepid in person from 
disease, and destitute of sight and hearing, and thus shut 
out from all the social sympathies of our nature, and 
with no avenues remaining open by which to impart a 
gleam of hope toher mind. Yet her memory is tena- 





cious of the scene of former days, and her heart warm 


and susceptible of gratitude for the protection and kind- | 
ness of-strangers. The residue of the family are as | 
comfortable as age and infirmity will admit; their person- | 
al wants are not only relieved, but spiritual aid is also | 
imparted by many benevolent clergymen and pious | 
friends, whose visits of mercy will doubtless be blessed | 
to their everlasting welfare. | 
The Managers have also the satisfaction of stating, | 
that they are enabled to close the accounts of the year 
with less pecuniary difficulty than they have hitherto | 
experienced. This has been owing to the liberal do- 
nation from the executors of Mr. M’Kenzie’s estate; the 
“usual portion of the Barclay fund; and several smaller 
sums, as stated in the treasury account. They feel tru- 
ly grateful for this timely aid from the friends of the In- 
stitution, and humbly thankful to the widows’ God, 
who has thus caused them to feel assured that the bar- 
rel of meal and cruse of oil shall never be suffered to 
ail. 
e Thus, while the sister Institution is drawing the des- 
olate orphans from the scenes of want and wretched- 
ness, and training them up for useful members of the 
community—this provides a haven of rest for those who 
have paid their dues to society by performing the busi- 
ness allotted them in life with soberness and integrity; 
and surely i must be gratifying to every benevolent 
mind, to seea shelter thus provided for the two ex- 
tremes of our nature, that approximate so nearly in their 
entire helplessness; and may we not suppose they were 
thus associated in the mind of our blessed Lord, when 
he declared that ‘‘whosoever giveth but a cup of cold 


water in his name to ene of these little or helpless 
ones, should in no wise lose their reward.”’ 
The announcement of the death of Mr. Robert Bar- 


, clay, of Bury Hill, in Surry, England, has occasioned a 


grave and solemn sensation throughout a large portion 
of cur community. In this city his first breath was 
drawn. The tie which binds the affections to the place 
of nativity, with him remained unbroken and unusually 
strong, although holier bonds and an ocean separated 
him from the land of his birth, and from the people of 
his earliest and constant regard. To him Providence 
had been liberal; he! was affluent, and he was munificent. 
His life, his character, his numerous virtues of private 
and public utility, merit universal commendation. In 
his life, the rich have a bright exemplar; by his death, 
the poor have lost a most generous benefactor. 

The tribute of grateful respect is due to his memory 
from the managers of most of our charitable associations 
as almoners of his bounty; they have been greatly assist- 
ed by his charities, in their duties and exertions to ad- 
minister bread to the hungry and clothing to the naked. 

Aided by his benevolence, the shelter established a- 
mong us for aged and bereaved females in the winter of 
their pilgrimage, has for many years been increased in 
its resources and comforts, for those who, unfitted for 
an ordinary almshouse, had yet no other home. Hav- 
ing partaken of his largesses, with many other associa- 
tions in this city for relieving the necessities of the poor 
this Society desire, with them, to bear testimony to Mr. 
Barclay’s benefactions. 

In hisadopted country he has left a name of infinitely 
more value to his friends, than mere crowns could pur- 
chase, or mere heroes bequeath. ‘To all who, cherish- 
ing the memory of his worth, lament the death of this 
good man, there remains a consolation more soothing, 
more precious than the most elaborate eulogy---** His 
life was the life of the righteous.” 


Indigent Widows’ and Single Women’s Society in Ac- 
> > y 


count with the Treasurer, from January 13th, 1830, to 
January 10th 1831. 


1830. Dr, 


To cash paid Purchasing Committee, and 
expended by them in support of the fa- 





mily, - - : - - $2150 00 
To cash paid, printing Reports, - - 12 10 
To cash paid, purchase of Stocks, - - 3305 50 
Balance in the Treasury, - : : 40 98 

$5508 58 

| 1830. Cr. 

By balance of account from 1829, $112 72 
By life subscriptions, - - - . 90 00 
By annual subscriptions, oe - 646 00 
By board of pensioners in the Asylum, 294 50 
By donation from Mr. George Harrison, 100 00 
By donation from the Barclay Fund, 100 00 
By donation from a friend signed D. 30 00 
By sundry donations from former patrons, 55 00 
By cash for admissions to the Asylum, 220 00 
By interest on Stocks, . - - - 699 00 


By sale of six percents, - - - - 2100 00 
By cash received from the executors of 








William M‘Kenzie, - - - - 1000 00 
By sales in Asylum, oa? ate 17 16 
By work done in Asylum - ote - 21 12 
By cash from charity box,- - -~ - 12 83 
By fines from Managers, - - - = 10 25 

$5508 58 
Purchasing Committee’s Account. 
Matrons’s salary,..... eescccsess ooee-Pll2 50 
Other wages, ..... sence g coves veeeeee e145 00 
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1831. 








Medicine,....scccscscccscececsesseess oa O2 
Butcher’s meat, ....sseccccccsecsseeseaia 09 
Flour and bread,......cccsccsccsseseedad O+ 
AE id othe a ide dan bane ceen 0990 90S Oe 
Water taxy..ccrcscccsccscscccsocese ove 15 00 
SHOES, «occ cccvcccccccaccccccccsseces 16 25 
Dry Goods, ....ccccccccccecersceseees 24 23 8 © 
Cn dethn disesneeissaanensecabuce td: See Oe 
BORPj oo ccoccccccccvcccccccccsceeseees Lf IO 
BUNS Gds cdebeccctseccese Cacsivececee SOF 
Matron, for house expenses,......+++- 519 00 
House cleaning,......eceseceseoessees oe 69 
WU Secccncstedeencssascodsccccesess Af OG 
UNE bc habccsceenessccerccsveens ae OO 
Gardening and repairs, ....++++++e00-- 6 50 
MM cao ctcbccddcvcassseccsenvoves, S 10 
WEAVING, . ccccccccsccccccsccecccssess 45 
Sen dbcedcstavasessks stcccces cress 4 OO 
Tinware and ironmongery,..........++ 17 24 
Carpenter’s work, &C.....eeeeeeeeeeee 49 SL 
Funeral expenses,.......ceececceseees 44 00 
pe ee 
(Balance due R. Simmons, January 1st, 1851, $58 81.) 





List of Officers and Managers for the year 1831, 


First Directress—-Mrs. Catharine Chew. 

Second Directress-—Mrs. Mary Yorke. 

Treasurer——Mrs. Mary Hodge. 

Secretary—Miss E. Kepple. 

Managers——Mrs. Catharine Chew, Mrs. Mary Yorke, 

Mrs. Mary Hodge, Mrs. Rebecca Cope, Mrs. Ann Col- 
lins, Mrs. Theodosia Graydon, Mrs, Elizabeth Biddle, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hazlehurst, Mrs. Rebecca Hallowell, 
Mrs. Susannah Latimer, Mrs. Elizabeth Stott, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Vaux, Mrs. Sarah Lippincott, Mrs. Sarah W. 
Longstreth, Mrs. Ann Richards, Mrs. Simmons, Mrs. EF. 
Kane, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. J. A. Brown, Mrs, Rebecca 
Chester, Miss KE. Latimer, Miss E: Kalston, Miss A. Hall, 
Miss E. Keppele. 








PAXTON BOYS. 
On pages 297 and 359 of vol. 6, we published some ar- 
cles and corrections relating to this subject, the annex- 


ed are some further remarks by the writer of the article | 


on page 359—they are copied from the Lancaster Jour- 
nal, in which that article was inserted; and to which the 
following paragraph refers: 

Mr. ReyNo.ps, 

The writer of the above had been informed by some 
of the aged and respectable inhabitants of Lancaster, | 
that the outrage bad been perpetrated upon Sunday; 
what gave rise to this opinion, was the circumstance of | 
the magistrates being in church when the alirm was 
given. The 25th of December 1763, (Christmas day) 
was Sunday, but at that period owing principally to the 
disturbed state of the Province the Churches were fre- 
quently open for worship on other days of the week. 
Tuesday the 27th of December, 1763, while the Rev. 
Mr. Barton was officiating in the Episcopal Church, the 
doors were thrown open with violence, and several 
voices were heard exclaiminy ‘Paxton Boys,’ ‘Murder,’ 
‘the prison is attacked,’ ‘They are murdering the In- 
dians,’ &c. &c. Edward Shippen, Esq. then Chief Mag- 
istrate of the Borough, immediately left the church, and 
hastened to the quarters of Captain Robinson, and be- 
sought him to hasten to the rescue of the Indians, but 
that officer replied, “‘ D—n them I would not care if the 
whole race were slain, for my company has suffered 
enough by them already. I will not stir one step.’ 

The magistrates of Lancaster did all that layin their 
power, both to prevent the murder and to apprehend the 
rioters. By a reference to Loskiel’s Indian Missions, page 
216, it appears, thaton November the cleyenth, when 
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the Indians who were sent to Philadelphia to be lodged 
in the Barracks, by the positive command of the Goy- 
ernor, that the soldiers refused to admit them. 

On page 220 it is further stated, that the Indians were 
ordered to New York for safety, and when they had left 
Philadelphia, that they met with Captain Robertson and 
seventy Highlanders, who were ordered to escort them; 
that these soldiers behaved very wild and unfriendly. 

On page 222 it is stated that Captain Robertson’s com- 
pany was nowrelieved by one hundred and seventy 
men from Gen. Gage’s army, commanded by Captain 
Schlosser. ‘*These soldiers had suffered much from the 
savages near Lake Erie, which rendered them averse to 
the Indians.” 

These facts will show clearly that the military autho- 
rity was unwilling to attempt the avengeaice of the Pax- 
ton Boys. 

It is a little remarkable that three of the persons who 
were most deeply concerned in the murder of the In- 
dians at Lancaster, William Hays, the Sheriff, and two 
persons of the name of Smith and Howard, met with an 
untimely fate; Hays was killed ina Saw Mill, Smith 
crowned himself, and Howard fell on a knife, which 
he had in his hand, by accident, which caused his 
death. 

Wm. Hays, jr. the son of the Sheriff, and Donnelly 
the jailor, were also suspected of being in the plot. 

The Paxton Boys, after the commission of the murder, 
gave three cheers, and said ‘We have presented the 
citizens of Lancaster with a Christmas Box, and we shall 
present the Philadelphians with a New Year’s Gilt.” 

Nors.—The Captain Robertson mentioned in Loski- 
elis the same Captain Robertson who was at Lancaster 
with his Highlanders at the time of the murder of the 
Indians. 

December 14th, 1763, fourteen Indians were murder- 
ed at Conestogo, by fifty-seven inhabitants from Pax- 
ton. 

December 27th, 1763, nine Indians were murdered 
in Lancaster by a number of Paxton and Donegal Boys,7 
well armed. 


LONGEVITY, 

DIED,--On the 23d ult atthe residence of his son 
near St. Thomas, in this county, Mr. JOHN HILL, aged 
somewhere about 123 or 127, the former being hisown 
calculation and the latter that of some of his neighbours 
who had seen his discharge from the army, &e. &c. He 
was born in Herefordshire, England, in the reign of 
Queen Ann; served an apprenticeship ina diary; enlist- 
ed under George I. for 7 years; when that time expired 
he again enlisted and served 21 yeats in England, Ire- 
Jand, Spain, and in America on the Lllinoisriver. When 
on sea, off Gibraltar, he was wounded in the head, and 
when at Illinoisin the leg. At one time the surgeon 
came prepared for amputation, which he would not 
permit. The latter wound was arunning sore at the 
time of his death. On the return of the troops to Phila- 
delphia for embarkation to England, the choice of a pas- 
sage home or remaining, was given him; he chose the 
latter. He then settled in Lancaster county, where he 
married when about sixty; his wife being about half his 
age. He has left 2 children, 15 grand-childen, and two 
great-grand-children. Atthe com nencement of our re- 
volution he was considered too old for service. He was 
a very laborious man, and could do a day’s work when 
turned ofa hundred. His appearance for years past 
was that ofa living skeleton. His bod ly powers expe- 
rienced a considerable change about 2 years since: his 
hearing failed, coming and returning at short intervals; 
the sight of one eye entirely failed, and that of the other 
was greatly impaired, and some of his limbs lost all sen- 
sation. Notwithstanding his feeble state, he would fre- 
quently during the-summer and fall, walk to St. Thomas, 
(2 miles) resting an hour or two and taking a little re- 
freshment.—Franklin Repository. 
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_———— a 
CAPTAIN SHEED. 
A late account from Europe announces the decease of | 
Captain Wa. W. Suen, of this city; a mournful messen- 
ger to an afflicted wife, family, and an extensive circle | 
of friencs, who have known and duly estimate his worth, | 
Axi error is, however, coupled with this lamentable event; | 
it cannot be traced tothe source which the writer as- | 
cribes to it. It was the result of illness proceeding from | 
excessive exertion, hardship and exposure. The in- | 
trepid Sheed possesed a vigor, both of body and mind, | 
superior to even extraordinary difficulties; but those | 
which he encountered were overwhelming. The dis- | 





tinguished station which he attained in the estimativn of | p 


socicty was derived, not from the extraneous and ad- 
ventitious aid of others, but from his own native intrinsic 
merits alone. ‘The writer of this note knew him from 
boyhood,and can speak with confidence ofhis selid worth, 
his unbending integrity, his active mind, and most of the 
attributes which are condensed in the expressive word 
virtue. The kindness and truth of his nature were fully 
exhibited in the enviable discharge of his duties as a 
husband, son, brother, friend and citizen, which leaves 


with us the melancholy reflection, that he once lived to | 


exercise them, but now lives no more. Nor was he less 
brave than kind and generous. The attack on the Bri- 
tish sloop of war Martin, in the bay of Delaware, during 
the late war, is fresh in the memory of every American. 
In that affair, Capt. Sheed commanded a gun boat under 
Commodore Angus. In his zeal to gain an advantsgeous 
position to annoy the enemy, he was by a calm and cur- 
rent separated from the flotilla of which his command 
wasapart. ‘Thus alone and unaided, a squadron of Bri- 
tish barges were despatched against him. The conflict 
which ensued was desperate and sanguinary. Though 
surrounded by a fearful force, hisskilland bravery dealt 
death and destruction among them; he plied them so 
well from his thirty-two pounder, that he sunk several 
barges and beat the rest off, in which effort his onty can- 
non was dismounted and rendered useless. His defence 
then rested solely on his small arms. The enemy return 
ed to the charge with strong reinforcements and redoub- 
led vigor; yet such was his obstinate devotion to his pur- 
pose, that although suffering the attack of perhaps quad- 
ruple numbers, armed with the most effective means of 
annoyance, and deprived of his most efficient support,yet 
he manfully withstood his assailants until they literally 
eovered his deck; then, aad not until after grappling 
with them toe to toe ina greatly unequal struggle, did 
the gallant Sheed yield. His noble bearing in this glori- 
ous exploit, extorted even from the enemy the highest 


encomiums; though a prisoner of war, he received the | 


honours of acaptor. This event is identified with the 
history of our country; enrols the name of Sheed among 
her most gallant sons, and will embalm his memory to 
the latest posterity. 


—_——— 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE GOVERNOR. 


Garrick Matranr, to be President Judge of the third 


judicial district, composed of the counties of Berks, 


Northampton, and Lehigh, in the place of Robert Por- | $111,997; and of this, $56,691 were insured, leaving a 


ter, resigned. 

Davip Marrit, to be master warden of the port of 
Philadelphia. 

Srepraen Grrarp, Samcet Votans, Banxson TArtor, 
Pavt Beck, jr. |saac Norais, and Tuomas D. Grover, 
to be assistant wardens. 

Wixtram C. Brewster, to be port physician. 

Josrru M. G, Lescuns, to be quarantine master. 

Samvuet R. Franx rn, to be health officer. 

Ciauncey Forwarp, Esq. prothonotary, register and 
recorder, &c. of Somerset-county, in the place of Geo. 
Foy and Joseph Williams, Esquires. 

Gen. Partie Benner, of Centre, Cuauncey FRissre, 
Esq. of Bradford, and Major Jorn Barrer, of Dauphin 
counties, Commissioners to fix the site for the seat of 
justice of Juniata county. 








ANEOUS. [Aprait 





ee 





Srerurzn Baniow, Esq. associate judge of Crawford 
county, vice Judge Birchfield, deceased. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE CAaNnaL ComMISSIONERS. 
Philadelphia and Columlia Rail Road, 


John Barber, Superintendent, John Wilson, princi- 
pal Engineer. 

The work on the Rail Road from Philadelphia to the 
Big Conestoga, to be let at Downingstown, on the 11th 
May next. ‘The work from Conestoga to Columbia, to 
be let at Columbia, on the 18th May. 

Eastern Division—John Barber, Superintendent, Wm, 
Hopkins, principal assistant Engineer. 
The work between Middletowon and Columbia to 
be let at Columbia, on tlhe 18th May next. 

Juniata Division—James Taggart, Superintendent, 
Edward F. Gay, principal Engineer. 

‘The work between Huntingdon and Hollidaysburg to 
be let at Williamsburg, on Ist June next. 

Western division including the Portage across the 
Allegheny mountain—Samuel Jones, Superintendent, 
Sylvester Welsh, principal Engineer. 

The grading, bridging «nd road formation to be let 
at Ebensburg, on the 25th May next. 

North Branch and Susquehanna Divisions—J.P. Bull, 
Superintendent, James Fergusen, Principal Engineer. 

The work on the Wyoming line to be let at Wilkes- 
barre, on the 15th June next. 

West Branch Division—Wm. B. Mitchell, Superin- 
tendent, Robert Faries and James D. Harris, principal 
Engineers. 

‘The work on the Lycoming line to be let at Williams- 
port, on the 29th June next. 
| French Creek Division—John Anderson, Superinten- 
| dent, F. W. Rawle, principal Eng neer. 

The work to be let at Franklin, on the 8th July 
next. 

Beaver Division—John Dickey, Superintendent, C. 
T. Whippo, principal Engineer. 

The work to be let at Beaver, on the 20th July next. 


PHILADELPHIA INSPECTIONS. 


Amount of Flour and Meal inspected in the port of 


| Philadelphia, during the first quaster of 1851, ending 

| Slst March: 

120,851 barrels superfine flour. 
4,948 half barrels do. do. 
6,446 barrels scraped do. 
3,719 barrels condem’d do. 

267 barrels middlings do. 
1,625 barrels rye do. 
1,789 barrels corr meal, 

701 bhds. do. do, 

31 barrels condemned. 





Fires.—By a record kept by a Fire Company in this 
| city, it appears that during the year 1850, there were- 


| 40 fires, The whole amount of damage by which was 


total loss of $65,506. 
Philadelphia, January 15, 1831. 





The fine steer, Guyasuthe, fatted by Harmar Denny, 

| Esq. was weighed on Wednesday last (25th March). 
His weight, on foot, was twenty-two hundred and twelve 
pounds!—Pilisburg Gazelte. 
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